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Canadian Conservation Institute (CCI)



Todayõs session

Preventive Conservation Essentials

Tools, Resources, and Practical Starting Points

Å Big picture: 10 agents of deterioration

Å Practical questions

Å CCI tools and resources to support decisions
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Why preventive conservation?

What: òmeasures and actions aimed at minimizing future 
deterioration or lossó (ICOM-CC 2008)

Why: sustainable access and use
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Ten agents of deterioration Climate change?
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Ten agents of deterioration Lack of funding?
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Ten agents of deterioration
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Framework for Preserving 

Heritage Collections
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A Natural Resources Canada
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Framework for Preserving 

Heritage Collections

Agents of 

deterioration

Climate change 

and sustainability 

issues

Building features Portable fittings Procedures

Physical Forces

Thieves and Vandals

Fire

Water

Pests

Pollutants

Light, ultraviolet and 

infrared

No eating or 
drinking in 
collection 
spaces;

Smoke 
detectors 
(wired - in to 
alarm system)

Low seismic 
risk in region.

Locks on 
all doors 
and 
windows

All 
volunteers 
trained in 
handling

Not located in 
high pollution 
area

Collections 
not  stored 
in basement
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Framework for Preserving 

Heritage Collections

Agents of 

deterioration

Climate change 

and sustainability 

issues

Building features Portable fittings Procedures

Physical Forces

Thieves and Vandals

Fire

Water

Pests

Pollutants

Light, ultraviolet and 

infrared

Silverfish have 
been found 
recently

Overgrown 
trees next to 
building (access 
to roof?)

Heavier 
rainfall in 
recent 
years.

No regular 
fire 
inspections

Need to 
update 
emergency 
plan
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Basic requirements of 

preventive 
conservation

Where do I start?



List the requirements 

you currently meet and 
donõt meet
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The RE-ORG method

How can I tackle my storage challenges?



1 Complete the RE -ORG Self -evaluation

2 Identify strengths and weaknesses

3 Develop a work plan

4 Start small
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1 Complete the RE-ORG Self-evaluation

2 Identify strengths and weaknesses

3 Develop a work plan

4 Start small

Storage 1

Storage 3

Storage 2



Complete the RE -ORG 

self-evaluation with 
your team



Location spot -check exercise

Can I find my objects in a timely manner?

(PDF,  p. 25)



Do a location spot 

check exercise with 
your team
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Designing an Integrated Pest Management 

Program

How do I better protect my collection from pests?

(PDF version, p. 21)

Level 2





A B D R
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Determine your IPM level
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Climate Guidelines

We donõt have 50% RHé should I worry?





49


