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Check - In
Which BLOB do you 
relate to today?

Caring for Judaica
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Land Acknowledgement

Caring for Judaica

Ruth and David Levine, September, 1958 

Map showing traditional indigenous territories on what is now called Delaware. 
Native-land.ca

S. Levine
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Overview

Caring for Judaica

Jewish People and Material Culture
What is Judaica?
Material Considerations
Sacred Considerations
Creative Thinking
Intention
Practical Steps
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Caring for Judaica

Jewish People and Material Culture
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Pew Study 

Caring for Judaica



What is Judaica?
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Caring for Judaica

Ritual Objects Sacred Objects Lifecycle Events Embody Jewish Values

Jewish History/Person IsraelHebrew Letters



What is Judaica?

8
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Ritual Objects Sacred Objects Lifecycle Events Embody Jewish Values

Jewish History/Person IsraelHebrew Letters

Traditional Classification
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Traditional Classifications
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Ritual Objects Sacred Objects
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Traditional Classifications

Caring for Judaica

Objects that 
contain the 
written 
name of Gd

Objects that 
contact holy 
objects

Ritual Objects Sacred Objects



Reparable

Not Reparable
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Klei Kodesh Lifecycle

Caring for Judaica

CREATION LIFE DEATH

Made by Sofer with 
Kosher Materials 
and 
Intention

Actively used in Ritual

DAMAGE
Renders object 
NOT Kosher

Does Not render 
object 
NOT Kosher

Sofer/et = Holy Scribe
Kosher = fit for ritual use
Geniza = ritual burial for sacred texts

If object is beyond 
repair and no 
longer has use 
value, place in 
Geniza
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What is Judaica?

Caring for Judaica

Contemporary Classification

Implicitly JewishExplicitly Jewish

Traditional Classification

Sacred Hierarchy



13

Aron Kodesh – Holy Ark 

Caring for Judaica
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Torah Scroll

Caring for Judaica

This diagram illustrates the 
components and 
accoutrements of a 
traditional Ashkenazi
(Eastern European) sefer
Torah. 
The scroll itself is considered 
klei kodesh. All other objects 
are Tashmishei Kedushah, 
and are not, themselves, 
sacred. (The exception is an 
etz chaim that has already 
been attached to a klaf - it, 
too, requires geniza.)
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Caring for Judaica

https://www.bbc.com/news/in-pictures-23409254



16

Caring for Judaica

Wooden rollers

Using a yad to 
point without 
introducing oils 
to the text

Text written in exact 
columns in special font.
All handwritten!

Parchment rolled to 
read the weekly 
portion. 
Note pigmentation 
spots!



17

What Types of Materials are Represented?

Caring for Judaica

a

Found in 
100% of 

collections

11%

22%

66%

78%

89%
of collections contain

Sifrei Torah
Tefillin
Mezuzot

89%

Paper PhotographsBooks
(Special Collections)

Metal Glass Paintings

Wood

Stone

Ceramic

Textiles

Organic 
Material

Digital 
Media

Books
(Circulating)

Plastics
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Material Considerations 

Caring for Judaica

for creation and repair
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Material Considerations 

Caring for Judaica

for creation and repair
Marriage 
contract



• What kind of object is it?
• Does it contain the written 

name of Gd? 
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Sacred Considerations

Caring for Judaica

• Primary condition concern is legibility and 
perfection of the written letters

• Any imperfection in the text renders it not 
kosher, or fit for ritual use

Yes No

No additional 
barriers

Subject to 
Sofer and 
Geniza



Working with The Jewish Museum of Maryland to build custom housing and transport for extra-long artwork by contemporary artist 
Arielle Tonkin, which was exhibited in A Fence Around the Torah

Aron Kodesh
Holy Ark

M. Schindler

Creative Thinking and Embracing Jewish Values
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Kavanah – Intention

Caring for Judaica

Kavanah – Intention/Mindfulness
Clean hands
A covered body 
A clean space 
Removal of distractions

Five Essential Elements
For Proper Prayer according to Maimonides in Mishnah Torah

Kavanah requires both freedom from extraneous thoughts and distractions 
and the cognizance that a person is standing before a divine presence.

These are all good 
practices for collection 

care professionals 
regardless of collection 

or object!
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Practical Steps

Caring for Judaica

• Determine the type of object you have and identify 
whether it has additional sacred considerations

• Basic Storage Enclosure is okay  
- Anything to buffer against fluctuations in RH, 
pests, dust, and light

• Respect - Do not store objects on the ground or 
in/near a restroom

• Do your best – protect objects using what is available

• Don’t know? ASK
- Reach out to local synagogues or Jewish 
communities or contact Pearl Preservation 
for recommendations

Kavanah –
Intention/Mindfulness
Clean hands
A covered body 
A clean space 
Removal of distractions
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Caring for Judaica
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Upcoming 
Publication!

Caring for Judaica

• Shares topics in this lecture in 
more detail

• Discusses the paradox of the 
Holocaust Torah
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Resources

Caring for Judaica

• MyJewishLearning.com https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-torah-service/
• BimBam https://www.bimbam.com/
• WorldWideReb – Rabbi David Paskin https://www.youtube.com/c/DavidPaskin
• BreadandTorah https://breadandtorah.org/
• JudaismUnbound https://www.judaismunbound.com/podcast/episode-270
• Pearl Preservation LLC https://www.pearlpreservation.com/
• Jewish Value Considerations When Working with Judaica. AIC POSTER:

https://www.culturalheritage.org/docs/default-
source/publications/annualmeeting/2022-posters/27-jewish-value-considerations-
when-working-with-judaica---margalit-schindler.pdf?sfvrsn=84ef1720_7

• Annotated Bibliography: Judaica Preservation and Jewish Museums and Collections

Margalit Schindler (they/them)
Principal Conservator

Pearl Preservation, LLC.
pearlpreservation22@gmail.com

www.pearlpreservation.com
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