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Pringle Herbarium,
Torrey Hall, University
of Vermont

* A fire occurred on August 3, 2017 in
) | Torrey Hall, a historic building that
m‘ vm T | houses the University of Vermont’s
: : Pringle Herbarium

* The fire burned for 7 hours

Message from: Shannon Dominick * The collection was largely undamaged

Reply to address: because of protective cabinetry and the
shannon.dominick @ars.usda,.gov actions of the fire fighters
Message:

* A strong relationship with local fire
stations and a detailed plan can be
tremendously beneficial to collections’
safety in emergencies

Community of natural history curators all over the worl
are so proud of and grateful to the fire department for
saving the irreplaceable Pringle Herbarium. Thank you




Overview & Introduction

e Goals of the Survey:
e Help historic houses and small museums and cultural heritage institutions mitigate disasters and other
H&S issues
* Help make the H&S of staff, volunteers, and visitors a focus
e Create a priority list of H&S concerns to allow for gradual improvements starting with the highest risks




Overview & Introduction




Background and Survey Development

Dumbarton House, Washington DC Tudor Place, Washington DC
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Survey Structure & Format




Survey Structure & Format

The survey is organized by hazard type (one hazard type per tab). The hazard

types are:

1. General Policies and Procedures 7. Compressed Gas and Spraying
2. Building Structure 8. Work Practices

3. Building Systems 9. Fire Hazards

4. Outdoor Spaces 10. Equipment

5. Chemical Hazards 11. Transportation

6. Collection Based Hazards

» | Results & Scoring Rubric ‘ General Policies and Procedures | Building Structure | Building Systems ‘ Outdoor Spaces | Chemical Hazards | Collection Based Hazards ‘ Compressed Gas and Spraying Work Practices | Fire Hazards | Equipment ‘ 3 el G5 [«]
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Tips for Completing
the Hazards Survey

* Try to be as honest as possible

*  You may need to duplicate some tabs
and answer them for individual building
structures (for example, the tab
Building Systems may need to be
answered for the main museum as well
as an annex or garage)

* You can work on the survey over time
and accomplish tabs in any order

*  You may need to speak with other
members of staff for specialist
information

* Download the Survey Here
* AIC Health and Safety Wiki



https://www.conservation-wiki.com/wiki/Historic_House_Hazards_Project
https://www.conservation-wiki.com/wiki/Category:Health_%26_Safety

Hazards versus Risks

HAZARDS MITIGATING RISK
Examples of hazards that may be The risks presented by the hazards can be
encountered in a historic house: mitigated through several methods

* Historic Window Glass including:

* Hazardous Museum Collections * Safety & handling protocols

- Pesticide use * Use and quantity

* Route of exposure

Resources on Hazardous Collection Materials:

AIC Wiki: Hazardous Collections
Arsenic and Old Lace: Controlling Hazardous Collection Materials



https://www.conservation-wiki.com/wiki/Hazardous_Collections
https://www.connectingtocollections.org/arsenic-and-old-lace-controlling-hazardous-collection-materials/

Scoring the Survey

Some cause for concern Low risk
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Example Tab: Outdoor Spaces
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Special thanks to Dr. Jerry Foust, Collections Manager at Dumbarton
House. He supported the initial building tours, has edited the survey, and
as you are about to see, has supplied answers to the tab ‘Outdoor Spaces’




What to Do After Completing the Survey

Examples of Safety Professionals

*Industrial Hygiene: (e.g., CIH, Certified Industrial Hygienist). A specialist that identifies and addresses unhealthy work
practices that may result in injuries or illnesses.

*Occupational Safety: An Occupational Safety Professional (e.g., CSP, Certified Safety Professional)
*Fire Protection: Fire protection engineers (e.g., PE, Professional Engineer)
*Health Physics/Radiation: Radiation safety is a specialty for some IHs.

*Occupational Medicine: Occupational medicine is a specialized field, usually obtained through a Master’s program in
public health after an MD is earned.

* Environmental Science/Health/Protection: Environmental protection is a broad area, usually requiring a minimum B.S.
in environmental science, environmental or public health.

Resources on Finding a Safety Professional:
AIC Health and Safety Wiki on Finding a H&S Professional
AIHA Find a Consultant Tool



https://www.conservation-wiki.com/wiki/Find_a_Health_%26_Safety_Professional
https://www.aiha.org/consultants-directory

Historic House Survey: Resources

r R

Survey 3 i
AIC Beginner's Guide to Health and Safety

AIC Health and Safety Wiki

AIHA Consultants Directory

AlIC Health and Safety Forum

US Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

WorkSafe: New Zealand's primary workplace health and safety regulator

Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety

EU Occupational Safety and Health Administration Wiki (EU OSHA)



https://www.conservation-wiki.com/wiki/Historic_House_Hazards_Project
https://www.conservation-wiki.com/w/images/1/1d/H%26S_BeginnerGuide.pdf
https://www.conservation-wiki.com/wiki/Category:Health_%26_Safety
https://www.aiha.org/consultants-directory
https://www.culturalheritage.org/health-safety-forum
https://www.osha.gov/
https://www.worksafe.govt.nz/
http://www.ccohs.ca/
https://osha.europa.eu/en/tools-and-resources

Our Work Continues

e Qur team plans to continue
improving the survey

e Future changes depend on feedback
from actual users

e If you complete the survey, please
consider leaving feedback via a brief
google forms survey

* You can access the survey on the
wiki page and via this link:
Feedback Survey



http://www.tinyurl.com/HazardSurveyFeedback
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