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1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s - on1830s 1860s 1890s 1900s 1910s 1920s

Hard Rubber  
1830s

Casein 
Formaldehyde 
1890s

Bakelite 1907

Cellulose 
Acetate 1910

Brief History of Plastics

HDPE 1953
Polypropylene 1954
Polycarbonate 1958
Lycra  1958
Barbie (PVC) 1959

PVC 1930 
Polystyrene 1930 
Polyethylene (LDPE) 1934
PMMA (acrylic) 1934
Melamine Formaldehyde '35
Nylon 1935
Polyurethane  1937
PTFE (Teflon) 1938

Space 
Plast ics
1960s

1929 Urea 
Formaldehyde 

Polyester Cast ing-
Resin  1941
Silicone Rubber '43
Tupperware (LDPE)
PVC for records 1948

Biodegradable 
Plast ics 1970s

Recycled 
Plastcs
1980s - on

Cellulose 
Nitrate. 

Discovery in 
1845. More use 
in 1860s

	


